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Mr. STARKE Y aud others of. the Grand Jury at Cheſter, 


wed © 


ment in Paper, brought them ready drawn by five of their Fellows; 


E the Grand Jury ſworn to enquire for the Body of the Couns 
| ty of Cheſter at the Aſlizes held in the Common Hall of Pleas 
in the Caſtle of Cheſter, upon. Hotday the 179th Day of y £ 
" | eember, inthe 35th Year of his now- Majeſties Reign, and in 
the Year of our Lord, 1683, having heard his Majeſties Declaration toall his 
loving Subjefts; concerning the tresfonable Gotiſpiracy" againſt 'his Tacred Per- 
ſon and Government, lately diſcovered, openly read tous in Seſſions by order 
of the Court, as well as in our reſpeCtive Pariſh-Churches by Royal Command: 
and ſeriouſly conſidering the Extenfiveneſs of the ſaid Conſpiracy, and dreadfi 
Conſequences thereof, had it taken effect, fince Notions of Sedition and Rebelli. 
on have been cultivated to ſuch an amazing Height, that ſome have not on! 
dared to draw them into Practicein their Lives, but to propagate them wi 
their lateſt Breath, by deviliſh Infinuations of their Confiſtence with Religion 
and Law. We conceive it high time to manifeſt our Separation from ſuch 
Perſons and Principles, their Favonrers and Abettors with the Deteſtation of 
that dreadful Climax, the Bill of Excluſion, treaſonous Aſſociation, Ignoramus 
Juries, and ſeducing Perambulations, by which the Accomplices advanced to- 
wards their intended Afaſſination and Maſſacre, which barbarous Deſign it 
cannot be imagined that fourty, or the Councel of any fix durſt undertake 
without confident Reliance on Confederate Auxiliaries ; and not knowing the 
Latitude of ſuch dire Combinations, but heedful to our preſent Charge and 
Duty, with the indiſpenſable Obligations the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
macy lay upon all; We hold our ſelves bound in this diſtempered Juncture of 
Afﬀatrs, to preſent that we have ſtrong Apprehenſions of Danger from a diſſa- 
tisfied Party in this County, who not only ſhewed their Defection openly by 
an Addreſs made to Henry Booth Eſq. and Sir Robert Cotton Knight and Baro- 
net, at the laſt EleCtion of Knights of the Shire, tending to alter the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, with other dangerous and ſeditious Purports, giving Afﬀarance 
of ſtanding by them in that Deſign without reſpeCting their Oath of Allegi- 
ance to the King and his Heirs, bur alſo by their ſeveral Meetings and Cabals 
fince, which adminitter greater Suſpicion from the ſtore of Arms many of them 
were provided with, and for thar the ſame Perſons unanimouſly aſſembled with 
A wT, 


(2) 

Schiſmaticks, and diſaffetted in the publick Reception of Fames Duke of on- 
month, who has appeared a prime Confederate in the late treaſonable Conſpira- 
cy, the Concourſe of armed Perſons then attending him, eſpecially in and near 
ſeveral populous Towns in this County, where they invited and, inſtigated the 
Rabble in a broad Mixture of. various Seftaries with ſuperfluous Joy and popular 
oy | ge robes _ So has had we  coaae/ge this ++ _ 
G d brought a Terror upon his Majeſties good and peaceable Subjects. 
For Ahed y whereof, with Relation'to e publick Peace, and,to moi far 
:vs lies, the ſpreading of ſach Contagion, as, alſo to waſh ow Hands from all 
072. by conceals * Proceedings that may encourage greater Ryils in\other 
x tear Majeſties Dominions,' We conceive it expedient that the principal 
rſons who promoted the- aforeſaid ſeditious Addreſs, and alſo thoſe who 
were notorious in Comforting, Aiding and* Abetting in the routous Reception 
and Entertainment of the ſaid Duke of 4onmonth, and his Aflociates in this 
County, together with the Frequenters of Conventicles, and thofe that harbour 
and countenance any Nonconformiſt Miniſter or Preacher, ſhould be obliged to 
give Security of the Peace, and particularly Charles Earl of Macclesfield, Richard 
Lord Colcheſter, Charles Lord Brandon, Henry Booth Eſq, Sir Robert Cotton Knight 
and'Baronet;: Sir Willoughby Aſton Baronet, Sir Thomas Mawaring  Baro- 
nety\SircThomas Belles Baronet, Sir Jobn Crew Knight,, Nathaniel Booth Eſq, 
Colonel Thomas Leigh junior, John Manwairing of Baddily Eſq; Peter Leigh of 
Booths.E1q; Colonel Reger Whitley of Peel, and Mr. Thomas Whuley his Son, Ro- 
ger Manwaring of Kermincham Eſq; Tilſton Breten of Stapleford 'Eſq; Sir Robert 
Duckenfield Baronet, Thomas Lea of Dernebal Eſq; and Mr. Robert Hyde of Cot- 
renhall, Edward Glegge of Grange Eſqz Richard Leige of High-Leige Eſq; Mr. 
Roger Whitley, Mr: Robert Venables of : Winchcombe, William Minfbull of Nampt- 
wich Eſq; fohn Hurleſtone of Newton Eſq; and. Charles his Son, and Wilbam 
Whitmere of Thurſtafton Eſq; _ We alſo preſent that all Perſons not frequent- 
ing the Church according to Law, areRecuſants, it being impoſſible to know 
the Hearts of Men, for what cauſe they refuſe to come to Charch, and thar ell 
Connyvance and indulgence m that cafe is the ready Road to Rebellion, Pope- 
ry and Arbitrary Power. | Ard further we deſire humbly Lo preſent ro his moſt 
ſacred © Majeſty our repeated Congratulation of Joy for his and his Royal 
Brother's bappy Deliverance from: the late treaſonable Conſpiracy, with our 
Aſſurances, that we will with our Lives and Fortunes ſtand in Defence of his 
ſacred Perſon and Government, his Heirs and lawful Succeſſors, to all which 

we ſubſcribe our Names. 


TN this Preſentiment twenty eight Perſons not the leaſt conſiderable in their 
Þ& Country, as appears by their Names, are by this State-Jury mark'd out as 
Cunſpirators againit the Life of the then King, and as if they had-ſhewed an 
open, Defeftion from their Allegiance ; nay the Fury-Men turn Evidences, and ſay 
they preſent thele to waſh their Hands from all Mzſprifion. 

The Earl of 2h finding himſelf ſcandaliz'd to the higheſt degree, 

brought his Action for this againſt the Defendant in the Exchequer : The Plea 
was, That he did nothing but as a Grand-Jury-Man, 5n purſuance of the Articles 
given in charge, and according to the Evidence ainſt the Earl, ; 
:” The contrary to this appears upon the Preſentmenrt it ſelf, there being nothing 
in it. ſo directly laid againſt the Earl, that he could take Iſſue upon it, and there- 
fore: he, as he had reaſon, demurr'd to the Plea ; yet Judgment was given for 
the Defendant through the Sollicitations of Grebam and Burton, who under- 
took the Defence as the King's Cauſe, for which conſiderable Sums of Mony iſ- 
ſued out of the Exchequer, as appeared by their Books produced before the 
late Houſe of Commons. | = 

The Hardſhip of -which Judgment, and the Conſequences of it in relation 
to'all the Peers of England, are now ſubmitted to their Conſiderations. - 


Mr. 


FP (3) 
_ Mr. Starkey in his printed Caſe ſays, Whether, the Falt were true or falſe, will 

not alter the Caſe, being according to the Evidence given before then, - But if it were - 
falſe, and without Evidence given, io doubt it will be a great Inducement to the 
Lords to relieve a Member of their Houſe, if they cando it by Law, leſt them- 
ſelvesſhouldſuffer intheike Caſe, '. 1 T5 4 eta At - 

It 15 in Proof that no manner of 'Evidence was given before the Jury againſt 
more than one, that Evidence very infignificant, and yet even that was after- 
wards manifeſtly known'to be falſe. © 454% | wn 

Beſides there is full proof that this Preſentment proceeded from a Conſpira-. 
cy between Jefferies, then Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, who brought it from London 
ready. drawn, and five of the Jury, who _— the reſt, threatning ſome, 
and prevailing upon-others with the Name of Lyaty, for which end. they 
broupht a Meſlage from Jefferies, that. it was expefied for the Kings Service. . - 

Nor were they ſatisfied in preſenting this Libel as their. Act, but publiſhed it 
to ſeveral others not of the Jury, and procured their Hands to it, but being fo 
far ſenſible of their Error, had it writ over again, leaving out the other Hands. 
Theſe things make it demonſtrable that the pretence of being Jury-men, can- 
not give any colour to what they did. | | | 

And the Fadt ariſing within the County, upon which they grounded their 
Preſentment, makes the Malice of it undeniable. As to the Suggeſtion of great 
quantities of Arms, it was ſo far from true, that not above two hundred: were | 
{cized upon the moſt diligent ſearch. - 

The real grounds were no more, than that the Duke of Monmouth had great 
Reſpect paid him, upon his coming into the Country in a peaceable manner, Fo 
being gra by moſt Perſons of any Conſideration : and when the pre. ./ - 
ſent Lord De , 
was delivered him, the Original or true Copy of which they never ſaw, where- ,*/. . 
in he was deſired, as Repreſentative of the County in Parliamenr, to vote for 


J 


lamere was choſen for the Shire, a Paper without any Hands to it,., es, be 


excluding a Papiſt from ſucceeding to the Crown ; which Paper is fully juſtified . / _ : | 


by the Bill of Rights, declaring it -*nconſiftent with the Safety and Welfare of this 
Proteſtant Kingdom, to be governed by a Popiſh Prince. ; 

How innocent ſoever theſe Particulars were, ſo blind was their Malice againſt 

the ſaid Earl, that they inſerted his Name, though he had no Share in either of 

hem, and only entertained the Duke of Monmouth at his Houſe : But indeed 
their Malice to him was not ſingular z for ſome others in the Preſentment were 
not * the Country when thoſe things hapned, which they would improve into 
Treaſon. 

[t appears upon the face of the Preſentment, that it was nothing more than 
an Effect of the Deſign then carried on by Papiſts, and others in conjunttion 
with them, to make diſtinctions of Parties among Proteſtants, and to expoſe 
and oppreſs them wao appeared moſt forward in aſſerting the Religious and 
Civil Rights of the Nation, and whoſe Intereſt in their Countries made them 
formidable to the Conſpirators. 

This their Preſentment was without Precedent, but from one of the like 
birth about that ſince in Northampton-ſhire, has no Foundation in Law, and is 
manifeſtly contrary to the Duty of a Grand-Jury-man. For, 

1. Here are many falſe and ſcandalous Matters maliciouſly infinuated, as 
Cauſes of requiring Sureties of the Peace from the Perſons preſented ; and yet 
there is no direct Charge, which ought to be contained in every Preſentment 3 
and the want of it makes this a plain Libel, deſigning only to defame, and to 
encourape falſe Witneſles againit ſome of the Perſons preſented, who were then 
Priſoners in the Tower. 

2. All criminal Matters found by a Jury, ought to be by Indiftment, upon 
Record in ſome Court, that the Party accuſed may have means of Acquittal. 

3. Sureties of the Peace ought not to be required of any, eſpecially a Peer 
of the Realm, but where an actual breach of the Peace, or ſome Crime of an 
higher Nature, 1s poſitively ſworn. 
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4 Though Jwy- -men nay determine Matter of Law, as it is.coupled with 
Fac, in Evidence before them, they ought not to pronoutice Sentence for Pn 
niſhinent of any Fad; as here thiey doin requiring Sureties of the Peace, thovgh 
no Fatt is diretthy laid againſt the ſaid Earl and vo inthis 

If the Earl of Maccleofuld ſhould not be reliev'd it would be an 
Encouragement for Grand-Furies to libel any Peer i ap ences whe his Prince, 
as ofteri as they: ſhall be incited to it by Deſi igning-Men. And what. js now the 
Caſe only of one Earl, may be the Caſe of any or all the, Proteſtant Peers of 
uy if they ſhould have the unhappineſs to live in ſuch Times as we are but 

delivered 

Kills could the making an Ferample of a Grand-Jury-Man, who has ſo evi- 

gone beyond his Office, to ſerve a Turn againſt a Peer, in the leaſt diſ- 
Suhery from finding Indiftmems againſt Peers upon as Proof, ot 
fahi ts ſeems pprntehs to tems: 


